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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

 Psalm 130:3-4
P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13]

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.  Amen.

The pastor faces the congregation:

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23]
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the
Lamb.

C In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;*
in your righteousness de- | liver me.

P For you are my rock and my | fortress;*
and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me.

C Into your hand I commit my | spirit;*
you have redeemed me, O Lord, | faithful God.

ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the
Lamb.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

The COLLECT OF THE DAY is spoken.

P Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times
and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus
Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living
that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING ~ Revelation 7:2-17

2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been
given power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I
heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of
Israel:

 
5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 

12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 

6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 

7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 

8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. 
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9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in
white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And
he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in
his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any
scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and
he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

EPISTLE ~ 1 John 3:1–3

1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall
see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 5:1–12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 “Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON ~ “Seeing Blessedness Differently” Revelation 7:9-17; Matthew 5:1-12

Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass

against
 us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13

The following is said or chanted:

A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in Your Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION

A Let us bless the Lord.   [Psalm 103:1]
C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26

C Amen.

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS - 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
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670 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones
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P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

On the last page of this booklet you will find and series of Scripture readings and prayers
for the coming week.  May they be a blessing to you as we all contend with these
difficult and challenging days.  God grant you His peace and protection.
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